The effect of two concentrations of heparin on arterial catheter patency.
The use of invasive lines with heparinized fluid for hemodynamic monitoring is a routine procedure in critical care areas. The main objective of this study was to compare the duration of patency of indwelling arterial catheter lines and patient coagulation values when the recommended dilution of 1.0 U heparin/mL was used versus the use of only 0.25 U heparin/mL. One hundred four intensive care unit (ICU) patients were studied. There were no significant differences between the two groups in patency or coagulation values. The results of the study demonstrated that 0.25 U heparin/mL was sufficient to maintain arterial line patency for patients with lines in place for up to 3 days.